
Craig Calhoun is a comparative and historical sociologist, social theorist, and scholar, 
known for his interdisciplinary work in anthropology, communications, economics, 
history, international studies, political science, philosophy, and science and technology 
studies. His latest book, Degenerations of Democracy, co-authored with Charles Taylor 
and Dilip Gaonkar, was published by Harvard University Press in 2022. He edited The 
Green New Deal and the Future of Work with Benjamin Fong (Columbia University 
Press, 2022) and has collaborated with former students to create widely used 
anthologies covering classical and contemporary sociological theory. Calhoun has 
authored nine books and published over 150 peer-reviewed papers, articles, and 
chapters. 

Calhoun currently serves as the University Professor of Social Sciences at Arizona 
State University. Prior to joining ASU, he served as president and director of the London 
School of Economics and Political Science (LSE), president of the Social Science 
Research Council (SSRC), and president of the Berggruen Institute. Calhoun has taught 
at Columbia University, NYU, where he founded the Institute for Public Knowledge, and 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where he also served as dean of the 
graduate school and directed the University Center for International Studies. In addition, 
he has been a visiting professor at universities and institutes in the U.S. and abroad, 
including in Asmara, Beijing, Bristol, Khartoum, Oslo, and Paris, and as an Einstein 
Fellow in Berlin. 

Calhoun's research focuses on contemporary transformations, possible futures, and the 
political economy of the modern world-system. He is also committed to studying 
universities and knowledge institutions, democracy, and shifting structures of social 
solidarity. In his philosophical pursuits, Calhoun explores the relationship between 
transformation and transcendence in understanding human existence. 

Calhoun is actively engaged in advancing political, economic, and social democracy 
locally, nationally, and internationally. Calhoun sits on several boards of directors, 
including the Center for Transcultural Studies, Pulaski Institution, and Reset Dialogues 
US, for which he is currently serving as board president. He is also active in speaking 
engagements and supporting programs for a range of organizations and communities 
in Arizona, across the US, and internationally. 
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